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Architecture Matters 

“Colleges, schools, libraries, community 
centres – these are the basic 
elements in which communities 
profess their cultural presence. Every 
time an architect completes a finely 
designed school…they propose a world 
of ideas for the community” 

Ian McDougall, AA, 2007 
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Design Principles 

• Social spaces – comfortable, safe, 
accessible, adaptable 
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Design Principles 

• Street Presence and public gestures 
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Design Principles 

• Providing transparency and daylight 

5 



Design Principles 

• Durable materials, simple palette 

6 



Design Principles 

• Taking advantage of Climate and 
being eco-efficient 
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Context 
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Climate 
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Infrastructure Constraints 
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Building Sites 
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25m x 48m site 

 

Gateways 

 

23m x 51m site 
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Concept One in context 
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Option One 
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Arts Hall 

7-8 community rooms 

(36 - 600sqm)  

Kitchen,  

Mgt Office,  

Chaplain Office 

Multi-media 
studio   

Sports Hall 

1 netball court  

(23m x 38m) fits  

 1 Basketball,  

 1 Volley Ball,  

 1 Futsal  

Observation deck 

Equipment storage 

Toilets 

 

 

Ground 
Floor 

 

First Floor 

 



Concept Plan 
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Community rooms 

Multi-purpose sports 

Specific Purpose 

O = Mgt Office/bookings 

K = Kitchen 

C = Chaplain’s Office 

S = Stage + dressing rooms 

Storage 

Toilets incl. disabled 

Awning over footpath 

Administration Block 

Forecourt 

Café 

Court 

Oval 

Loading 

dock + 

deck 
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Lift + 

Stairs 

LEGEND 

F = Foyer space 

1-3 (36sqm each) 

4a  (300sqm) 

4b (300sqm + 136sqm stage) 

4a+b (826 seats = 160 retractable + 

666 free standing) 

5 (108sqm) 

7 (40.5sqm) 

8 (67.5sqm) 

7+8 (108sqm) 

9 = Multimedia studio and stage box 

10 = Sports observation/ activity room 

S 



Final thoughts 

“School buildings are visible and 
tangible expressions of our attitudes 
to children and learning” 

Mary Featherson 

“…so too, do our community hubs 
express our attitudes to people and 
life-long learning”  

Phillip Daffara 
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